Here are some more detailed findings.

In Placenames of Northamptonshire we have

"NIWETON(E) 1086 DB et passim with variant spellings NEW(E)-, NEU-, NEWTON
BROOMSHOLDE 1605 BUCCLEUCH."

(Walter Scott - not that one - was created Lord Scott of Buccleuch in 1605, but it's not clear
what, if anything, he had to do with Newton Bromsholde.)

In Survey of English Placenames

"BROMSWOLD or BROWNSWOLD was originally a large area, probably of woodland, on
the borders of Huntingdonshire and Northamptonshire. It seems to have included Leighton,
Lutton and Newton within its borders. The name means the ‘weald of a man named BRUN"
This could explain why sometimes, for instance in Court Reports, the village is just called
Newton.

The National Gazeteer of Great Britain & Ireland of 1868 uses Bromshold but notes that the
village "was anciently called Bromswold"

Ordnance Survey maps vary as follows
1813/17 rev 1834 HOLD
1872/1914 WOLD

1882 HOLD

1884 WOLD

1901 WOLD

1906 WOLD

1928 HOLD

1938 HOLD

1940 HOLD

1948 airphoto HOLD
1950 HOLD

1959 HOLD

1972 WOLD

Directories

Melville's 1861 WOLD
Whellan's 1874 HOLD
Philipson's 1910 WOLD
Kelly's 1910 WOLD

Wellingborough News
27/4/1868 HOLD
4/5/1878 WOLD
15/6/1878 HOLD
29/3/1879 HOLD
19/8/1882 HOLD

Finally, in Young's Local Administrative Units: Northern England (London, Royal Historical
Society 1991, p. 305) it suggests that HOLD was the official usage but WOLD was preferred
locally.

As they say "Pick the bones out of that!"






